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Student Teaching, Achievement, Retention and Transition


Project Summary

[bookmark: _GoBack]Students, faculty, support staff, and the administration will work together to prepare students for graduate school and future employment by providing realistic, relevant and challenging learning opportunities. Scholarships will be provided to seventeen students who major in the Department of Environmental and Health Sciences. The recipients will be selected by the quality of their application materials, financial need, and demonstrated academic ability. They will be provided with enhanced (intrusive) advising, mentored research experiences, specially designed programs (curricular and extracurricular), and a seminar with a focus on the improvement of communication, research, and technical skills. Enhanced college student support programs and services will ensure a rich and successful undergraduate experience.

The intellectual merit of this proposal includes i) developing individualized mentoring that pushes students to do their best and most creative work, ii) providing students with access to appropriate equipment and training to answer questions about nature and be prepared for graduate school or careers in the sciences, and iii) providing opportunities that allow the student to focus on academic studies, research, and degree completion, while spending less time working in an unrelated field to pay college bills.

Support of this proposal will have broad impacts through partnerships with the New England TRIO Upward Bound Math/Science programs, and enhanced articulation agreements with the Community College of Vermont, high schools, and other two- and four-year colleges in New England. This project will improve academic success, improve retention rates, and provide opportunities for students to publish and present at regional and national science conferences, and appropriate academic and public settings. It will also provide students with significant experience in communication skills, technical skills, and project management. It will serve as a model of educational engagement for our peer institutions.
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