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Introduction to Earth Science 1

The hydrologic cycle describes the movement of 
water between the atmosphere and lithosphere.
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Interconnected pores result in permeability.
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The water table separates the unsaturated 
zone from the saturated zone in the aquifer.

primary
porosity

secondary
porosity

Perched water tables are impermeable 
horizons associated with springs.

Leach fields distribute contaminated water in 
porous and permeable sediment.

leach field

septic tank

▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼

groundwater

drilled 
well

Rock type and structure play an important 
role in potable water.


